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St. John schools upgrading computer system
Parents to get access to children's records

Saturday, May 13, 2006

By Sandra Barbier
River Parishes bureau

Public school parents in St. John the Baptist Parish will be able to monitor their children's
grades, attendance, tardiness and disciplinary records with a new student information
system to be installed in time for the next school year.

"The new system is better... It won't cost extra,” and it will save teachers and other school
employees time, St. John acting technology coordinator Bob Bourgeois said.

The St. John School Board voted last week to buy the Principals Administrative
Management System, or PAMS, by EDgear, at a cost of $203,200 during the first year,
including $37,000 for maintenance. The annual cost thereafter will be $59,800 for
maintenance.

It will replace the district's older style "mainframe" system, which Bourgeois said needs to
be replaced soon anyway. It would cost $130,000 annually to replace it with a new
mainframe system, he said. The mainframe system also costs $27,000 annually for
maintenance and about $100,000 for network support.

The first-year cost of PAMS includes conversion from the older system, originally
developed by the Lafourche Parish School System in the mid-1980s, and training of
principals, teachers and administrative staff this summer, he said.

PAMS is the most widely used software in the state, Bourgeois said.

St. John is the 41st school district in the state to adopt it, said Will Loftin, manager of
EDgear, a Louisiana company that created a program customized for collecting and
reporting data that the state Department of Education needs.

The system operates off much smaller and much less expensive computers than the old
system, Bourgeois said. It also is much more "user friendly," he said.

The program has familiar "point and click" capability, with tabs and drop-down menus,
features the old system did not have, he said.

The data also will have a disaster recovery feature, Bourgeois said. Data will be copied or
"backed up" every night from locations elsewhere in the state, he said.

The old system required school personnel to make copies of data on tapes, with some
tapes taken home by various employees in case of fire.
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